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This seasonal newsletter of hitp.//www. TeachingBooks.net highlights specific online curricular connections
to books and authors. It is only sent to registered educators who 've requested it.

Use the TeachingBooks.net purple Search Box to find and instantly access the following resources and
thousands of other online resources about authors, illustrators and books.
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Introduce Earth Day — April 22 — with a picture book story!

e Use TeachingBooks’ exclusive Author Program featuring Leo and Diane Dillon sharing Earth
Mother.

http://www.teachingbooks.net/Dillons

Earth Mother can introduce your students to the interdependence of all the Earth’s creatures; then
you can share with them the interdependence of the book’s illustrators. Enjoy Caldecott Award
winners Leo and Diane as they unveil their collaborative process for creating illustrations.

Honor Earth Day by focusing on the environmental science in a middle grade novel!
e Start by listening to an audio excerpt from Carl Hiaasen’s Newbery Honor book, Hoot.
http://www.teachingbooks.net/book reading.cgi?id=1197

Random House describes Hoot as a “humorous ecological mystery,” where “three unlikely
middle-school kids lead a protest to save endangered burrowing owls.” Perform a title search for
“hoot” to locate this Book Reading, two Book Guides and other fun resources. A major motion
picture based on the book opens on May 5.

Celebrate Beverly Cleary’s 90" Birthday on April 12 — Drop Everything and Read!
* Explore the riches of Beverly Cleary’s personal website.
http://www.beverlycleary.com/index.html

Enjoy Ms. Cleary’s website, then learn more about Drop Everything and Read (D.E.A.R.) Day at
http://www.dropeverythingandread.com/index.html where you can watch a five-minute video
interview with Beverly Cleary. In celebration of her 90" birthday on April 12, D.E.A.R. Day was
established by national library and educational organizations. The idea is to get families and
children reading together for 30 minutes — on that day and every day.

Introduce the 2006 Newbery Medal winner with an audio interview!
* Listen to Lynne Rae Perkins talk with NPR about her young adult novel, Criss Cross.
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=5170249

Online resources about Lynne Rae Perkins are scarce. From hearing her giggle to understanding
how she dealt with being nervous about the potential of winning a Newbery, this four-minute
audio interview offers students a glimpse into her personality and home life.
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Reach out to reluctant readers with this book about athletics and ethics!
* Utilize Juice by Eric Walters to explore the use of steroids among high school athletes.
http://www.orcabook.com/PDFs/TeachersGuides/Orca%20Soundings/Juice TG.pdf

This book guide from Orca Soundings offers not just discussion questions but makes connections
to literary elements of the novel. A great cross-curricular resource, Juice could be used in
Physical Education, Health, English, and Social Studies settings.

Use real books as examples when teaching the Six Traits of writing!
* Refer to this annotated bibliography from Book Links magazine.
http://www.ala.org/ala/booklinksbucket/Six Traits.pdf

This booklist, published in the American Library Association’s magazine, gives teachers ideas
about which picture books, short stories and short novels can serve as models for their students
who are learning to identify and produce fine writing. On TeachingBooks, do a keyword search
for “six and trait” to find other, similar resources.

Get ideas for quality books to share with students of all ages!
* Familiarize yourself with the Boston Globe-Horn Book Awards.
http://www.hbook.com/awards/bghb/default.asp

Since 1967, the Boston Globe-Horn Book Awards have selected winners in three categories:
Picture Book, Fiction and Poetry, and Nonfiction. Traditionally announced in June, now’s the
perfect time to get to know the site, enjoy the various acceptance speeches available as audio
recordings, and prepare for the next winners to be announced. Also note that the 2005 winners
included Phillip Hoose (for The Race to Save the Lord God Bird) and Chris Raschka (for The
Hello, Goodbye Window) — two authors for whom TeachingBooks has created original Author
Programs. See these and other exclusive TeachingBooks Author Programs at
http://www.teachingbooks.net/athr_upcls.cgi .
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Toll-Free Number: Have a question for us? Call us toll free at (800) 596-0710.

If for any reason you need to unsubscribe from these newsletters or TeachingBooks.net,
go to your “Educator Area Profile” at http://www.teachingbooks.net/profile.cgi and scroll to the bottom of the page.
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