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This seasonal newsletter of http://www.TeachingBooks.net highlights specific online curricular connections 
to books and authors.  It is only sent to registered educators who’ve requested it. 

 
Use the TeachingBooks.net purple Search Box to find and instantly access the following resources and 

thousands of other online materials about authors, illustrators and books.  
  

    
 
Introduce a Newbery Award-winning author to your elementary school students!  

• Use TeachingBooks’ exclusive Author Program featuring Kate DiCamillo and her newest 
book, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. 

http://www.teachingbooks.net/DiCamillo  
 
Many students will enjoy seeing Newbery Award winner Kate DiCamillo discuss and read her 
books.  The relationships between humans and animals in Kate’s books will draw students in as 
they learn about her love of words and her creative writing process.  Be sure to share the five extra 
movies in which Kate reads from her various books. 
 
 
Have your junior high book group discuss friendships and social status! 

• Share an audio excerpt of The Girls to help the students get into the book. 
http://www.fullcastaudio.com/tek9.asp?pg=products&specific=jnorqqc0 
 
The social dynamics of junior high can be confounding to all involved.  Explore the issues of 
cliques and girl-on-girl meanness in a safe way by using Amy Goldman Koss’ book to start the 
discussion. 
 
 
Incorporate historical fiction into history classes for high school students! 

• Watch Markus Zusak in an interview about his historical fiction novel, The Book Thief. 
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6320417.html 
 
Set in Germany during WWII, The Book Thief explores themes of resistance and conformity, 
kindness and cruelty, as well as the power of words.  Share the story behind the story with this 
interview with Markus Zusak from School Library Journal.  
 
 
Use nature in your pre-school art project this fall!   

• Utilize this Book Guide for Lois Ehlert’s Leaf Man. 
http://www.harcourtbooks.com/LeafMan/ 
 
Use autumn leaves, or print out a template of leaf shapes so that your students can color and 
assemble their own Leaf Person or Leaf Animal, as inspired by Lois Ehlert’s book, Leaf Man.  
Also find a teacher guide, a template for stickers and an interview with this artistic book creator.   
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Start a collection of graphic novels for your classroom or library! 
• Get ideas from this booklist which recommends titles for various students, ages 7 and up.  

http://www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/books/detailListBooks.asp?idBookLists=192 
 
Developed by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, this bibliography offers suggestions for 
books to include in libraries that are beginning to develop a graphic novel collection.  The list is 
divided into three categories: Elementary, Middle, and High School.   
 
 
Learn what Canadian teens are choosing to read!   

• Enjoy the first winners of the Stellar Book Award, billed as “B.C.’s Teen Readers’ Choice 
Award.” 

http://www.stellaraward.ca/index.php 
 
The nominated titles for the Stellar Book Award — written by Canadian authors — were selected 
by over 60 teenagers. The winners were recently announced in British Columbia.  
 
 
Conduct an author study with the help of TeachingBooks’ collection of Authors’ Websites! 

• Explore Grace Lin’s website, which is playful, informative and gives insight into her 
personality. 

http://www.gracelin.com/index.php 
 
Grace Lin is the creator of Dim Sum for Everyone, Robert’s Snow and many other picture books, 
as well as Year of the Dog, her first middle grade novel.  From her career choice to her family, 
discover more than you thought possible on this book creator’s website.  Grace Lin’s site includes 
lesson plans for many of her books and reader’s theater scripts for two of her books, plus crafts, 
coloring pages and even a recipe. 
 
 
Get to know authors who have birthdays in July and August!  

• Explore the original Author Programs created by TeachingBooks.net. 
http://www.teachingbooks.net/athr_upcls.cgi 
 
These four TeachingBooks-featured Authors were born in July and August:  

Jack Gantos (7/2) 
Sharon Creech (7/29) 
James Howe (8/2) 
Mary Ann Hoberman (8/12) 

Learn much more about each from their TeachingBooks original Author Programs! 
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Toll-Free Number: Have a question for us?  Call us toll free at (800) 596-0710. 
 
 

If for any reason you need to unsubscribe from these newsletters or TeachingBooks.net,  
go to your “Educator Area Profile” at http://www.teachingbooks.net/profile.cgi and scroll to the bottom of the page.  

 


