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THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 

     Synopsis 
 

 
 Harold is an educated dog who writes books.  His best friend Chester, 

a cat, thinks the family pet, Bunnicula, is a vampire rabbit.  

 

When Bunnicula turns up missing, Chester is sure that the rabbit is on 

another vampire rampage and sets out to find the rabbit and save the 

neighbors.  Harold comes along trying to be the sensible one in the matter 

but even he occasionally wonders about the rabbit.  

 

When the two boys in the family start acting strange, Harold starts to 

question what is happening.  The animals thinking they are saving all the 

humans have instead ruined a Halloween carnival.  Bunnicula is found and the 

animals stop worrying about vampires, at least for the time being. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 
Lesson 1 

Chapter 1 
 

1. The editor of the publishing company is surprised about something. 
What is it? 
A. That the author of the story was a dog 
B. Harold, the dog had hired an agent 
C. Harold wanted to go on a cruise 

 
2. What kind of animals is each of the following? 

A. Chester 
______________________________________________ 

B. Howie 
______________________________________________ 

C. Harold 
______________________________________________ 

D. Bunnicula 
______________________________________________ 

 
3.  What are the supposed characteristics of a vampire? 

 
 

4. Why does Chester think that Bunnicula is a vampire rabbit? 
 
 

5. Choose one of the following that best describes the animals in this 
story? 
A. They act like real animals 
B. They act like animals to the people but talk to each other 
C. They talk to the people as well as to each other 

 
6. A pun is a word that wounds similar to the correct one but is 

spelled differently giving the sentence two meanings.  Which of 
the following puns did the author use? 
A. “Bunnicula is as fast as a speeding bullet.” 
B. “Things that are hare today are gone tomorrow.” 
C. “Harold, you smell like you need a bath. 



 

THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 
Lesson 2 

Chapter 2 
 

1. What reason did Harold give for not wanting to pick up Pete and drop 
him out the window? 
A. It is not a good idea to put strange objects in your mouth. 
B. He had morning mouth and he didn’t want to get cotton stuck on 

his tongue. 
C. Pete was too heavy for him to pick up. 

 
2. Why wasn’t Chester able to sleep well during the night? 

 
 
 

3. Chester thinks that the vegetables Bunnicula has bitten are unsafe.  
Why does he think that? 
A. The vegetables are in Bunnicula’s power and may try to attack 

other people. 
B. If you were to eat a vampire vegetable you would turn into a 

vampire. 
C. Vampire vegetables are poisonous to eat. 

 
4. What does “badgering” mean? 

 
 

5. According to Chester which event happened first? 
A. _________ The vegetables turned white 
B. _________ The vegetables attacked people 
C. _________ Bunnicula bit the vegetables 

 
6. List two clues that would suggest the Monroe family is getting ready 

to go on an outing. 
 
 

7. Where do you think the missing Bunnicula really is 



THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 
Lesson 3 

Chapters 3-4 
 

1. Someone was calling Chester as they walked down the street.  At 
first he thought it might be “destiny.”  Who was really calling him? 

 
 

2. What caused the hose to start leaking? 
A. Chester bit it and left his teeth marks in it. 
B. The hose was old and worn out. 
C. Howie bit it and left holes in it. 
 

3. Who or what is Snowball? 
A. Bunnicula’s real name 
B. A handful of snow someone threw at Chester 
C. A cat that Chester mistook for Bunnicula 

 
4. What does “helter-skelter” mean? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why did Harold throw Snowball into the mailman’s cart?  
 
 
 
 

6. What kind of “stake” do you think Chester used the first time? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Chester thinks Bunnicula is a vampire, Harold does not.  What does 
Howie think?  Explain your answer. 
 



THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 
Lesson 4 

Chapters 5-6 
 

1. Why didn’t the truck driver hear all the noise in the back of his 
truck? 
A. He was partially deaf 
B. There wasn’t any noise to hear 
C. He must have had the radio on loud 

 
2. Harold uses a comparison when he said that, “…a compliment from 

Chester is something like a shooting star, rare…” What two things 
is he comparing? 

 
 
 

3. After being discovered on the first truck, who pretends to be the 
voice of destiny calling as Howie, Harold, and Chester are walking 
back to town? 

 
 

 
4. Is “destiny” a person?  Explain your answer. 

 
 

 
5. What does “palpitations” mean? 

 
 
 

6. First they tried to use toothpicks for stakes.  What did they try 
next? 
A. Twigs 
B. Splinters 
C. Bone chips 

 
7. What reason would you have given to Chester and Harold to explain 

why Toby and Pete are acting like vampires?  



THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 
Lesson 5 

Chapters 7-8 
 

1. What place was it that the animals destroyed? 
A. The Monroe’s backyard 
B. The town square 
C. The school carnival 

 
2. Howie uses another pun when he said to Harold, “Snowball may or may 

not be serious in threatening you.  After all he could be just kitten.”  
What word did kitten replace? 
A. Joking 
B. Kidding 
C. Catching 

 
3. How does Toby know that Harold likes chocolate? 

 
 
 

4. Choose a new-to-you word that has two or more syllables.  Look up its 
definition and write it down. 
 Word     definition 
_____________      _______________________________  
 
    _______________________________ 
 

5. Put a check by the event that happened second. 
 

_______ The portrait crashing on Harold 
_______ The drowning of Mr. Monroe 
_______ The smashing of the carrot cake by Chester 

 
6. Why did Harold want a toothpick at the end of the story? 

 
 
 

7. Tell about your favorite part of the book. 



THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT 

Answer Key 
 

Lesson 1 
1. B 

 
2. Chester is a cat, Howie is a dachshund puppy, Harold is a dog, and 

Bunnicula is a rabbit. 
 

3. A vampire is characterized as a night wandering ghost that sucks 
blood. 

 
4. Chester thinks that Bunnicula is a vampire rabbit because the last 

time he got loose from his cage the vegetables began to turn white 
and they each had two holes in them. 

 
5. B 

 
6. B 

 
Lesson 2 

1. B 
 

2. Chester was unable to sleep well in the night because he was 
worrying about Bunnicula and vampires. 

 
3. A 

 
4. Badgering means to harass or annoy persistently. 

 
5. The event, which Chester thinks happens, first is that Bunnicula 

bites the vegetables.  
 

6. Answers will vary.  Clues the author gives suggesting the Monroes 
are going on an outing are:  they had lots of bundles, the boys were 
talking about this being the day, the father said that they can’t 
leave until they have breakfast. 



 
7. Answers will vary. 

 
Lesson 3 

1. Destiny was not calling Chester:  the bulldog, Max was. 
 

2. A 
 

3. C 
 

4. Helter-skelter means in a disorderly way or haphazardly. 
 

5. Harold threw Snowball into the mailman’s cart so he could run away 
to a safe distance before the cat was free to chase him. 

 
6. Answers will vary. 

 
7. Answers may vary, although Howie is enjoying the excitement he 

tends to believe what Chester has said.  He indicated this by his 
excitement and willingness to go along with the cat and also to 
carry the toothpicks. 

 
Lesson 4 

1. C 
 

2. Harold compares the rare compliment to a shooting star. 
 

3. When they are walking back to town, Howie pretends to be destiny 
calling. 

 
4. Destiny is not a person.  Answers will vary as to how they came to 

that conclusion. 
 

5. Palpitations means to beat at a rapid rate. 
 
 
 

6. A 



 
7. Answers will vary. 

 
Lesson 5 

1. C 
 

2. B 
 

3. Toby already knows Harold likes chocolate because he has shared 
his candy bars with him before. 

 
4. Answers will vary. 

 
5. The second event that happened was Chester smashing the carrot 

cake. 
 

6. Answers may vary.  One reason Harold wanted a toothpick at the 
end of the story was he thought he was hearing noises so just to 
be on the safe side he thought he would put a stake in the 
artichoke heart in case Chester was right. 
 

7. Answers will vary. 
 


	THE CELERY STALKS
	AT MIDNIGHT
	Dr. Betty Powers Francis
	© 2005, 1989
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5




