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EIEIO: How Old MacDonald Got His Farm 

 
AUTHOR:  Judy Sierra 
ILLUSTRATOR:  Matthew Myers 
PUBLISHER:  Candlewick Press 
COPYRIGHT DATE: 2014 
ART MEDIUM: acrylic and oil on illustration board 
GENRE:  Humor  
 
LIFE SKILLS: Resourcefulness, Problem Solving, Initiative, Effort, Pride, Cooperation 
 
SYNOPSIS:   
MacDonald is tired of mowing his grass, so he finds some help and turns his unruly 
yard into a farm.  
 
BOOKTALK:   
Everyone knows the story of Old Mac Donald right?  But, did you know The Little 
Red Hen got him started?  Read this book and find out how Old MacDonald got his 
farm. 
 
 
AUTHOR 
Judy Sierra website  http://www.judysierra.net/ 
 
Judy Sierra lives in Oregon.  She has been a puppeteer, teacher, and a librarian.  Her 
mother was a librarian as well 
 
Other books written by the author: 
 
Born to Read 
Counting Crocodiles   
Never Kick a Ghost and Other Silly Chillers 
Suppose you Met a dinosaur 
We Love Our School 
Wild About You 
Zoozical 
 
 
ILLUSTRATOR 
 
Matthew Myers website   http://www.myerspaints.com/ 
 
Matthew Myers lives in Charlotte, North Carolina.  He began his children's book 
illustration work in 2011. 
 
Other books illustrated by the illustrator 
A is for Musk OX   

http://www.judysierra.net/
http://www.myerspaints.com/
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Battle Bunny 
Clink 
 
 
 
CHALLENGING WORDS (…due to pronunciation, spelling and/or defining) 
 
hedges 
caper 
mired 
garbage 
vegetables 
hive 
organic 
average 
cardboard 
layer 
mired 
neighbors 
protest 
goop 
coop 
compost 
squirmy 
churned 
underground 
plump 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1.How would you feel if your neighbor’s yard was always stinky? 
2.What vegetable is your favorite? 
3.Where have you seen worms?  What do they feel like? 
4.If you were MacDonald, what plants/veggies would you put in your garden? 
 
ACTIVITIES with CORE STANDARDS 
 
Language Arts 
 

 Make a list of rhyming words and have the students match them. 
  K-3.RF.3.1 K.RF.3.1 Identify and produce rhyming words. 
 
Mathematics 
 

 Create a classroom garden. Measure how tall the plants have grown every 
week; record the measurements and create a graph of the data.  
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  2.DA.1: Draw a picture graph (with single-unit scale) and a bar graph  
  (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four choices  
  (What is your favorite color? red, blue, yellow, green). Solve simple  
  put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information   
  presented in the graphs. 
 
   2.M.2: Estimate and measure the length of an object by selecting and  
  using appropriate tools, such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and   
  measuring tapes to the nearest inch, foot, yard, centimeter and meter. 
 
Science 
 

 Create a classroom garden. Observe how the plants grown. 
 

  2.3.1 Observe closely over a period of time and then record in   
  pictures and words the changes in plants and animals throughout  
  their life cycles-including details of their body plan, structure and  
  timing of growth, reproduction and death. 
 
        
 RELATED INTERNET SITES 
Composting for Kids 
http://www.benefits-of-recycling.com/compostingforkids/ 
 
Composting With Worms Lesson Plan For Preschoolers 
http://www.in.gov/idem/iee/2369.htm 
 
 
 
ACTIVITY SHEET CREATED BY: 
Name: Jessi Brown 
Position/Location:  

http://www.benefits-of-recycling.com/compostingforkids/
http://www.in.gov/idem/iee/2369.htm

