
CU R R ICU LU M  GU I DE

Through the pages of TIME For Kids 50 States: 
Our America students can travel to all fifty 

states—from Alabama to Wyoming—to discover 
the history, geography, and culture that make 

each one great. With more than 100 kid-friendly 
maps by illustrator Aaron Meshon, full-color 

photographs, and fun facts galore, this state-by-
state guide is perfect for exploring students’ home 

states, uncovering new places, and digging into 
the history of the United States of America.

The Common Core State Standards addressed by the activities in this guide are noted throughout. For more 
information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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50 STATES
Our America

Key features of TIME For Kids 50 States: Our America include:
★ Alphabetical organization for easy state-by-state look up
★ Overview of U.S. territories and commonwealths
★ Fact boxes for each state with state capital, admission to Union dates,   
     state nickname, population, land area, and more
★ History of the tribal nations in each region
★ Complete index

Ready for a road trip? Get the scoop on the nifty fifty from north to south and coast to coast!

© 2017 Time Inc. Books. TIME FOR KIDS is a trademark of Time Inc. All rights reserved.
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Activities for Students

Name Those States
Test your state knowledge before delving into TIME For Kids 50 States: Our 
America. On a blank map of the United States of America, write the names 
of the states you know in one color. After that task is completed, study the 
map on pages 12–13 in TIME For Kids 50 States: Our America and check your answers. How 
many states did you identify correctly? Locate the names of the states you left blank and label 
them on your map with a different colored pencil. Repeat this exercise after reading the book 
and see if your score improves! 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7

A Timeline of Statehood
Our country did not start with fifty states. It grew in size over many years.  Look at the fact 
box on each state’s page to locate when the state became part of our country. Make a list of 
the states and the date that each was admitted to the Union. Create a timeline to show the 
progression of states joining the Union, from the first to the fiftieth. How long did it take for 
our country to become the size it is today?  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1

Our Nation’s Capital
The United States of America is not only made up of states. Our country includes a federal 
district and several U.S. territories, commonwealths, and possessions. Our national capital 
is located in one of these unique areas of America. Read pages 64–65 to find out more 
about Washington, D.C. Use the details you read to create an informative paragraph about 
Washington, D.C. Your topic sentence could be, “Washington, D.C. is different in many ways 
from the states that make up our country.”  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2

The activities in this guide were created by Leigh Courtney, Ph.D. She teaches in the Global Education program 
at a public elementary school in San Diego, California. She holds both master’s and doctoral degrees in education, 
with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction.
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Activities for Students

State, Sweet State
In the book, locate the state in which you live and read about its history and what makes it 
unique. Use this information to create a brochure welcoming visitors to your state. Think  
of how you can use both text and illustrations to persuade  
tourists to come to your home state.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1

Compare and Contrast
TIME For Kids 50 States: Our America presents information about all of the states that make up 
our country. It also has sections on each region of the United States, including the Northeast, 
the South, the Midwest, the West, and the Pacific states. Choose one state from one region 
and another state from a different region. Read closely about your two selected states. Write 
a paragraph comparing what is similar and what is different about the two states you chose. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2

Native Peoples
Long before settlers explored, colonized, and grew what became the United States of 
America, there were indigenous people who called this land home. American Indians played 
a key role in the development of the United States.  Choose a tribal group from the state 
where you reside. Research how this tribe lived and interacted with others who explored, 
colonized, and settled in your home state. Organize your information into a poster report 
that includes the name of the tribe, a map of where they lived, facts about their daily life  
and how they interacted with their environment, and a description  
of what types of interactions they had with settlers.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.7;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7

Scavenger Hunt Answer Key  1. Page 63; 2. the Pelican State; 3. Idaho; 4. Hawaii; 5. meat for food; pelts for clothing and homes; 
6. White oak; 7. Scissor-tailed flycatcher; 8. Pages 8–9, 59; 9. Washington, D.C.; U.S. Territories and Commonwealths; 10. Alabama, 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas; 11. 5,771,300; 12. Saint Paul; 13. Can enter and leave the U.S. without restrictions; 14. Michigan, Indiana, 
Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania; 15. Washington, Oregon, California, Hawaii, and Alaska; 16. December 29, 1845; 17. NE;  
18. Brunswick, Augusta, Bangor, and Allagash; 19. North Carolina; 20. the Taino Indians
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  1. Using the index, on which page could you find information about Yellowstone 
     National Park?

  2. What is Louisiana’s nickname?

  3. Which state in the west was admitted to the Union on July 3, 1890 and became the 43rd state?

  4. Which of our states is known by its nickname, the Aloha State?

  5. List two facts about how the Sioux people used buffalo as a key part of their life. 

  6. What is the state tree of Connecticut?

  7. What is the state bird of Oklahoma?

  8. Using the index, on which pages could you find information about the Jamestown settlement?

  9. Using the table of contents, list two topics that are covered in the section about Other U.S. Lands. 

10. Using the table of contents, list the state names that begin with the letter “A.”

11. What is the population of the state of Wisconsin?

12. What is the state capital of Minnesota?

 13. Read about American Samoa on page 66. Even though Samoans are not 
  American citizens, what are they allowed to do?

14. Looking at the map on pages 12–13, what five states border Ohio?

15. Find the section on the Pacific states. What five states comprise this area of the United States? 

16. When was Texas, also known as the Lone Star State, admitted to the Union?

17. What is the postal abbreviation for Nebraska?

18. List four cities in the state of Maine.

19. Use the table of contents to find which state is described on page 46.

20. Read about Puerto Rico on page 68. Who were Puerto Rico’s first inhabitants?

A Scavenger Hunt through TIME For Kids 
50 States: Our America

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1;  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1
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