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CURRICULUM GUIDE

Animal Planet Adventures chapter books present
nonfiction information within an engaging mystery story to bring
the best of the animal world to young readers.
In Puppy Rescue Riddle, Elliot and his new friends, Amy and Kyung, must help get the animals
from the local shelter to higher ground, and fast, before a storm washes out the roads. Once safe
in Mr. Rooney’s cabin, they discover that one of the puppies is missing. Did they leave it at the
shelter? An old book, a series of riddles, and a spooky storm all lead to a mystery that only the
kids can solve. Nonfiction sidebars about puppy behavior and care, storm preparation, and animal
adoption are sprinkled throughout the fiction story.
In Zoo Camp Puzzle, twins Ava and Rosie have just moved with their family to a small zoo in Iowa
while Mom writes a book. Dad will be running a zoo camp and the twins will help, but before they get
started, they have a mystery on their hands—some of the animals are missing! Can they figure out
what’s happened before the campers and news crews arrive? Readers learn about animal behavior and
habitats, plus get information about how zoos are run, while they solve an engaging mystery.

The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions, activities, and worksheets in this
guide are noted throughout. For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org. Next Generation
Science Standards are also listed where applicable. For more information on NGSS, visit nextgenscience.org.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Before Reading
Discuss as a class what makes a perfect pet and what makes a perfect pet
owner. What does it take to be ready to have a pet in your life?

After Reading
Unless noted otherwise, all discussion questions meet CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

The setting of a story is not only where the story takes place but also when the story takes place.
Reread the first page of the story aloud. What clues does the author give about the setting?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3

As the story begins, the author describes the gray day that matches Elliot’s mood. Why
does the author make this comparison?
What was Sam’s job? How did his job connect with his career goals as an adult?
What steps will Sam need to take in order to have his dream job when he is older?
How are Kyung and Amy’s reactions to the new puppies at the shelter different from the
way Elliot feels?
What steps do people have to take to adopt a pet from a shelter?
Why do you think that Elliot connects with the big dog, Toby, at the shelter?
What did Elliot find in the box of donated items at the shelter? What surprise was inside
the item he discovered in the box?
How did Sam respond to the rainstorm and the threat the weather posed for the animals
in the shelter?
What happened to the copper puppy that Amy so desperately wanted to own?
How was the framed print that hung on Mr. Rooney’s cabin wall connected to the riddle
found in the rock book?
Where was the copper puppy eventually found?
What was the final surprise for Toby, the older dog?
Many of the story characters had happy endings. What was Elliot’s happy ending in Puppy
Rescue Riddle?
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ACTIVITIES
Puppy Care 101
There are many responsibilities that come with being a pet owner.
Puppies take a lot of specialized care to help them grow into healthy, well-trained pets.
Using the tips offered in Puppy Rescue Riddle, design a puppy care guide that lists steps
puppy owners need to take to care for their little dogs. Include diagrams and illustrations.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1; CCSS.
ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

Pretty Please?
Amy really wanted the copper puppy that she saw at the shelter. She even named her
Penny. When Amy asked her mom if she could have the puppy, her mother said no.
Pretend that you are Amy and that you are trying to convince your mom that Penny
would be a perfect addition to the family. Write a persuasive letter to your mom with
reasons why you should adopt Penny. Include good examples to support your opinion
and reasons.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1

Adoption Option
Research where people in your community can adopt a pet. What types of animals are
available? How are they cared for? How do people go about adopting pets?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2

Riddle Me This
When he was a boy, Mr. Rooney wrote a series of riddles for his friend to solve. Try your
hand at writing a riddle. Read the tips in the “Write a Riddle” page in the book. Think
of something in your classroom that you could use in a riddle. List clues about this item:
what it looks like, how it works, where it is located in the classroom. End your riddle with
a question: “What is it?” or “Where is it?” Trade riddles with a classmate. Can you both
solve them?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

Dachshund or Dalmatian or . . . ?
Choose a favorite breed of dog. Research information about your favorite breed, including
the dog’s physical traits; behavior; personality; eating, grooming, and exercise needs; and
any other interesting facts about the breed. Use the information that you researched to
write a short report about the breed of dog you selected.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

The discussion questions, activities, and worksheets in this guide were created by Leigh Courtney, Ph.D. She
teaches in the Global Education program at a public elementary school in San Diego, California. She holds both
master’s and doctoral degrees in education, with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction.
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NAME: ____________________________

COLLECTING NATURE’S TREASURES
Mr. Rooney’s riddles lead to a treasure of rocks, dried wildflowers, a turtle shell,
and a porcupine quill. As a class, create a collection of nature’s treasures from
where you live. Display the treasures in the class. Choose one item from the
collection and study it closely. Imagine that you are looking at the item in two ways: as a
scientist and as a poet. Make a list of words and phrases that a scientist might use to describe
your item. Make a list of words or phrases that a poet might use to describe your item.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

Example:

ITEM: rock
How a scientist might see it:
igneous, small, rough, brown with white spots, light-weight, pointed edges
How a poet might see it:
brown and white like a melted s’more; small as a quarter; rough as sandpaper

ITEM:
How a scientist might see it:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How a poet might see it:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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NAME: ____________________________

A PERFECT FIT
Puppy Rescue Riddle describes dogs’ behavior at different stages of their lives.
Use the story information and the “Adoption Options” nonfiction pages (94–95)
to help you complete the following chart. Think about the information and include
your opinion about who would be the best match for each age of dog.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

Dog’s stage
of life

How it behaves

Best type of owner for this
age of dog and why

Puppy

Teenager

Adult

Senior

Animal Planet Adventures: PUPPY RESCUE RIDDLE and ZOO CAMP PUZZLE Curriculum Guide
Copyright ©2017 by Time Inc. Books. All rights reserved. This page may be photocopied for free distribution.
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TIMELINE OF ELLIOT’S FEELINGS

At the beginning of the story, Elliot is lonely. He’s new in town and doesn’t yet have any friends. How do
Elliot’s feelings change over the course of Puppy Rescue Riddle? Identify four story events and write them
in order on the timeline. Below each story event, write how Elliot feels at that point in the story. After completing
the timeline with story information, write a short paragraph about how and why Elliot’s emotions change.

__________________________________

__________________________________

Story Event 1

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Story Event 2

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Story Event 3

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Story Event 4

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

__________________________________

How Elliot Feels

__________________________________

How Elliot Feels

__________________________________

How Elliot Feels

END OF STORY

How Elliot Feels

__________________________________

BEGINNING OF STORY

__________________________________

How and why do Elliot’s feelings change over the course of Puppy Rescue Riddle?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Before Reading
Instruct the students to read through the chapter titles listed in the table of contents
with a partner. Have them record at least three predictions about what they think may
happen in the story based on the chapter titles. Discuss the students’ predictions as a class.

After Reading
All discussion questions meet CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

Why is the Scott family moving to Fieldstone Zoo for the spring? How do the children feel
about the move?
The author describes Laura as “scattered.” How do her actions support this description?
Zoos are designed to meet the needs of many different types of animals, including providing
a space that is similar to where they would live in the wild. What is the difference between a
habitat and a biome? What are some examples of biomes and habitats at the zoo?
Taking care of a large group of animals with different needs is a lot of responsibility. What are
the different types of jobs people have at zoos to make sure that the animals are well cared for?
The Scott family arrives just before the zoo is going to open after being closed for the
winter. Laura has shared that she might have to shut down the zoo all together. What
reason did Laura give for the zoo having a bad year?
What interesting behavior do pronghorns exhibit to warn others of danger?
What are some of Laura’s ideas to bring more people to visit the zoo?
Why does Laura ask Mr. and Mrs. Scott to attend a meeting at the town hall?
While Ethan and the twins are traveling around the zoo trying to solve their dad’s animal
puzzles, they discover an empty animal enclosure. What do the kids think may have
happened to the animals?
Describe the different types of Tamarin monkeys featured in an informational section of
Zoo Camp Puzzle.
Ethan leaves the twins to go and fetch more of their father’s puzzles. What strange things do
the twins see and hear when Ethan runs back to the house?
How did the zebra’s behavior alert the kids that something was wrong at the zoo?
How did the kids find out what was really going on with the animals that they thought
were missing?
Why did the news reporters make a special trip to the zoo on opening day? How were the
Scott children featured in the news?
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ACTIVITIES
Zoo Knew?
Zoo Camp Puzzle describes the history and purpose of zoos. Research a zoo near
where you live. What is its history and purpose? Use the information you gather to write a
short report about when your local zoo was created and how it has changed over the years.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

Rain Forest Research
Study the detailed illustration of the layers of a rain forest in the “Rain Forest Animals”
nonfiction sidebar in Zoo Camp Puzzle (pages 58–59). Select one animal featured in the
illustration and create a shoebox zoo habitat for your animal. Based on its location in
the rainforest, would your animal need tall trees? Flowers? Water? Open air? Make your
animal and the features of your zoo habitat out of construction paper, natural elements
(sticks, rocks, leaves), and other found items. Create a sign for your zoo habitat to
display on the shoebox that details the name of the animal, where it lives, what it eats,
how it avoids predators, and any other interesting facts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

Biome Behavior
Animals are active at different times of the day depending on how they hunt and how
they avoid predators. Tape together pieces of blue, grey, and black construction paper to
form a triptych. Label the blue paper DIURNAL, the grey paper CREPUSCULAR, and
the black paper NOCTURNAL. Select a biome, such as the desert, savanna, or temperate
forest. Find out what types of animals are active in the day, dusk, and night in this
biome. Draw or cut out magazine pictures of animals that live in your selected biome and
place them in the appropriate space on your triptych. NGSS: 2-LS4-1

Puzzle Time!
Mr. Scott is a very organized person and enjoys helping children learn about animals
through puzzles. Pick one of the sections of the Fieldstone Zoo: North America, South
America, Africa, Aviary, Reptile House, or Sea Life House. Make a list of the animals that
would live in this part of the zoo. Create a booklet and title it “Get to Know Animals in
______________________________ Through Puzzles.” Make at least three different kinds
of puzzles—crossword, word scramble, word search, maze, Rebus pictures—about the
animals in your chosen section to include in your booklet.

Zoo Fact Fun
Hunt back through the book and read the Zoo Facts sprinkled throughout the story.
Pick your favorite Zoo Fact and create a mini poster featuring it. In addition to including
the text of the Zoo Fact on your mini poster, draw an illustration of the animal profiled.
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SAVE THE ZOO!
Shortly after the Scott family arrives at the Fieldstone Zoo, Laura asks Mr. and
Mrs. Scott to attend a meeting at the town hall to get a permit for the new events
planned for the zoo. Pretend you are Mr. or Mrs. Scott. Write a persuasive letter
to the town board to convince them that the city should support the struggling Fieldstone Zoo.
Make sure to state your opinion clearly and to give reasons and examples to support your opinion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1

Dear Board Members,
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sincerely,
__________________________________________________________
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SEQUENCING STORY EVENTS
The following is a list of events that happened in Zoo Camp Puzzle. Number
the events to show the order in which they happened in the story.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1

_____________ Mr. and Mrs. Scott left the Fieldstone Zoo to attend the meeting at
Town Hall.
_____________ The news reporters saw the pronghorn’s baby twins born on opening
day of the zoo.
_____________ Ethan and his sisters walked around the zoo solving their father’s
animal puzzles.
_____________ The twins overheard men talking about bringing a bigger truck and
more heavy equipment back to the zoo to continue working.
_____________ Laura welcomed the Scott family to the Fieldstone Zoo, gave them a
tour, and showed them the house where they would be living for
the spring.
_____________ The man in charge of the road
construction came to opening day
at the zoo and wanted to sign up
his children for Mr. Scott’s
animal camp.

_____________ The twins noticed that the
pronghorn enclosure was empty.
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ANSWERS: 2, 7, 3, 4, 1, 8, 4, 6

_____________ Ethan went back to their house at
the zoo to pick up more of his father’s
animal puzzles.

NAME: ____________________________

COMPARING CHARACTERS
Choose two of the characters from Zoo Camp Puzzle to compare. How are the
characters similar? How are they different? Find text evidence to support
your opinions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3

Characters selected:

These characters are similar in the following ways:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Text evidence to support my opinion:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
These characters are different in the following ways:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Text evidence to support my opinion:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MORE CHAPTER BOOK FUN
FROM ANIMAL PLANET
Don’t miss the first two titles in the Animal Planet Adventures series

DOLPHIN RESCUE
ISBN 978-1-61893-169-6 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-61893-417-8 paperback

FARM FRIENDS
ESCAPE!
ISBN 978-1-61893-168-9 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-61893-416-1 paperback

ALSO AVAILABLE
CH AP TE R BOOK S

The Animal Planet Chapter
Books series features nonfiction
narratives packed with fascinating
facts and engaging full-color
photographs about topics kids love.

SHARKS!

ISBN 978-1-61893-184-9 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-61893-432-1 paperback

DINOSAURS!
ISBN 978-1-61893-185-6 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-61893-186-3 paperback

BUGS!

ISBN 978-1-68330-005-2 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-68330-756-3 paperback

SNAKES!

ISBN 978-1-68330-004-5 hardcover
ISBN 978-1-68330-755-6 paperback
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