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IKO AND HIS CREW are digging their spaceship out of a snowdrift when Radar, Niko’s robot
copilot, disappears. Oh, no! Was he captured by a Snow Monster? They blast off on a rescue
mission to Planet Ice, only to find the Snow Monster building an army of scary snowmen. Then they
get tricked by a Killer Bunny! Can Niko rescue Radar, flee the Snowmen Army, outwit the Killer Bunny,
and fly his crew back to Planet Home in time for hot cocoa?
Illustrated in comic-book style and packed with humor, Space Boy and the Snow Monster is both
a thrilling adventure and a celebration of the power of pretend play.
“Each detail-packed frame energetically propels the
story forward with chuckle-inducing results.”
—Kirkus Reviews

The first two books about Space Boy

The Space Boy books have been officially
certified by the Space Foundation.

diancurtisregan.com  spaceboybooks.com  boydsmillspress.com
Common Core State Standards addressed by the materials in this guide are noted
throughout. For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.

Discussion Questions

❆
❄
❅
❆
❄

Take a picture walk through the book and study the illustrations for clues about the setting for this story.
Where does this story take place? In what season is it set? How does the setting change in the story?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

What do Niko, Tag, and Radar see buried in the snow as the story opens? How might the three
characters use what they dig out of the snow?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Who do you think the Snow Monster is? Why might the Snow Monster be a problem for Niko?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Look carefully at the illustrations where Niko spies the Snow Monster and begins to dig out the
spaceship. What has happened to Niko’s copilot, Radar? How does Radar try to rejoin his space travel
buddies? CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7
Why do you think that the author writes some text differently than the rest? For example, the author
stretches out some words. When the spaceship is coming to a stop on Planet Ice, the spaceship
“ski-i-i-i-i-i-i-i-ids” across the ice. Some text is written in all capitals: “And the SPY is a KILLER BUNNY!”
How do these different styles change the way you read and understand the story?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.4.A

❅
❆
❄
❅
❆
❄
❅

Where is Radar at the beginning of chapter 3? CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1
How does the Snow Monster try to trick Niko?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

How does Tag, the trusty dog, respond to the Snow Monster?
Why do you think he behaves this way?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3

What is the “fluffy threat” in chapter 5?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Who do Niko and Tag find when they follow the bunny tracks?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

How did Niko’s opinion of the bunny change in chapters 5 and 6?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3

What hints in the illustrations let the reader know that the
conflict between Niko and the Snow Monster may not be over
at the end of the story?
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7
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Activities

❆
❄
❅
❆

Compare the illustrations of Niko, the Snow Monster (Posh, Niko’s sister), and the spaceship on Planet
Home and on Planet Ice. Label a T-chart with “Planet Home” over the first column and “Planet Ice” over
the second column. Draw pictures of what Niko, the Snow Monster, and the spaceship looked like in
each setting. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7
The last illustration in the book shows that Niko’s sister (the Snow Monster) may not consider the
conflict with her brother to be finished. What could the Snow Monster be planning? Imagine another
chapter in Space Boy and the Snow Monster written from the Snow Monster’s point of view. Write what
happens next. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3
Pretend that you are the host of an awards ceremony. Choose one character from Space Boy and the
Snow Monster that represents a positive quality, such as being brave, adventurous, or loyal. Design
an award, such as a plaque or a trophy, on drawing paper that includes the name of the character
receiving the award and what the award is for. List examples of how the character showed this quality
over the course of the story. Set up a display of awards in your classroom to be shared with your
classmates. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3
Often explorers are interviewed after their travels and adventures. Think of four questions you would
ask Niko about his experiences in his spaceship with his crew. Write your interview questions and then
write an answer to each question as you imagine Niko would respond to it.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3

❄

Reread Space Boy and the Snow Monster aloud with a group. Each member of the group should take
the role of a character and read the parts spoken or thought by that character in the story. Practice
reading fluently and with expression. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.4.B

The discussion questions and activities in this guide were created by Leigh Courtney, Ph.D. She teaches in the Global Education program
at a public elementary school in San Diego, California. She holds both masters’ and doctoral degrees in education, with an emphasis on
curriculum and instruction.

Space Boy and the Snow Monster Curriculum Guide Illustrations copyright © 2017 by Robert Neubecker. All rights reserved. This page may be photocopied for free distribution.

Name: __________________________

Comparisons Help Tell the Story
By comparing one thing with another, writers help their readers get a clear picture of how their
characters are feeling. When Radar is stuck in the snow, “He feels like a two-legged ice cube.” From that
comparison, we know Radar is feeling COLD!
Look at the scenes below and fill in the rest of each sentence with a comparison to help your
reader clearly understand the characters’ emotions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9

Niko is as happy as _____
_______________________ The crew is as scared as ______________
_______________________ _____________________________________
_______________________ _____________________________________
_______________________ _____________________________________

Radar, Niko, and Tag are as cozy as ________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________

Happy Endings
Niko faces challenges and frustrations when dealing with the Snow Monster. He wonders, “How can
my story ever have a happy ending?” Imagine what a “happy ending” to the adventures in Space Boy
and the Snow Monster might be for each character pictured below.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.9

The Snow Monster’s happy ending
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Radar’s happy ending
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Tag’s happy ending
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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Name: __________________________

Sequencing Story Events
Number the story events from Space Boy and the Snow Monster in the order in which they appeared in
the book. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2

❑

Niko is attacked with snowballs
thrown by the Snow Monster.

❑
❑

Tag escapes from the Snow Monster
and is reunited with Niko.

❑
❑

Niko, Tag, and Radar blast off for
Planet Home.

Niko finds Radar.

Tag deserts his captain but is not
eaten by the Snow Monster.

❑

Niko and Tag blast off for Planet Ice
to look for Radar.
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