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OETRY IS such a versatile literary form. Poems can be incorporated into
traditional novels, novels can be written entirely in verse, and picture books
can be collections of poems on a specific theme. Explore poetry in its many forms
in these delightful books. The discussion questions and activities in this kit will
help expand your students’ appreciation of poetry while they try their hand at
creating poems of their own.

DISC USSION QU EST IONS
The Candy Smash
Evan and his little sister, Jessie, are in the same fourth grade class, but there is a sharp contrast between
the siblings’ personalities. Jessie approaches the decorating of her Valentine’s Day box with precision
and detail, while Evan laments having to do any projects involving scissors, markers, or tape. Why is
the contrasting temperament of the two main characters important to this story? How would the story
have been different if the brother and sister were more compatible?
Mrs. Overton, the siblings’ fourth grade teacher, loves poetry and shares a poem by E. E. Cummings
with her students. Jessie has a strong negative reaction to the poem because she claims it is riddled with
punctuation and grammatical errors. Evan, in contrast, “looked at that poem and felt something inside
of him go zing.” What are your thoughts about poetry? Are your feelings more aligned with Jessie’s
or Evan’s?
Each chapter in the book begins with a poetic, journalistic, or literary term, such as onomatopoeia
or hyperbole. Discuss why each chapter was assigned its specific term. How did the chapter headings
contribute to your understanding of the book?
What lessons about love and relationships did Jessie, Evan, and Megan learn by the end of the story?

The Lightning Dreamer
Tula views her plight in Spanish Cuba as similar to that of the slaves. She is considered to be of
marriageable age at fourteen and is preparing “to be sold like oxen or mules” to the highest bidder.
How does Tula’s diminished status in Cuban society afford her a greater understanding of the lives
of slaves?
As a girl, Tula is forbidden access to books and learning. Her father’s books are kept visible but out of
reach behind locked glass cabinet doors. How does Tula’s yearning for books fuel her rebellious nature
in a society where girls who read and write are considered unattractive?
Tula’s father chooses to free the family cook, Caridad, and to pay her a decent wage instead of keeping
her in chains. How does her father’s powerful action inspire Tula’s abolitionist beliefs?
What role did the nuns and orphans play in helping Tula recognize the injustices in Cuban society?
Tula feels trapped in her limited life and can free herself only with words. Discuss how Tula, and the
poet Heredia before her, are able to experience freedom through their writing.
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DISC USSION QU EST IONS
Forest Has a Song
In “Invitation,” the speaker describes sound, scent, and sight as welcoming sensations in the forest.
Think of another biome, such as the ocean, a rainforest, or a desert. What sensations would be like an
invitation in that setting?
The poet includes the voices and thoughts of forest animals in her poems: the chickadee expresses
tempered concern about taking seeds from a child’s outstretched hand; a frog croaks out a marriage
proposal. How does the inclusion of the animals’ thoughts help the reader connect to the forest?
Read “April Waking” aloud. What poetic devices does the poet use in this poem? How do they affect
the way the poem is read aloud and your overall feeling about the poem?
In the poem “Song,” the sounds of the forest are compared to a chorus “crisp and clear.” Think of your
classroom as a chorus of sounds. What sounds would be in the “song” of your classroom?

Gone Fishing
The novel begins with an excited Sam anticipating a fishing trip with his dad. How does Sam feel when
he first finds out that his little sister, Lucy, will be joining them on the fishing trip? How do Sam’s
feelings for Lucy change over the course of the day on the lake?
How would you describe Lucy as a little sister? Sam has a strong reaction to her presence and just
wishes she would disappear. How do Lucy’s actions demonstrate her true feelings for her big brother?
The author compares a fisherman’s tackle box to a “toolbox” a poet might use to create a poem. Each
contains the necessary equipment to get the job done, whether it be catching a fish or capturing a thought in
a handful of words. Rhyme and rhythm are two essential tools that a poet employs. Discuss the importance
of rhyme and rhythm in poetry. Is one more essential than the other in terms of creating a great poem?
The novel is told in poems that alternate between Sam and Lucy as speakers. Their father’s reactions to
the fishing trip are briefly incorporated into a small number of poems. If the father had a poem of his
own, what do you think he would say about Sam’s waiting game for a fish and Lucy’s immediate success
in her pursuit of catching fish?
Another important feature of a poem is the mood it creates in the reader. The mood can be shaped by
the choice of words, style of poem, and even by the arrangement of words on the page. What different
moods did you experience as you read the poems in this novel? Did the style of poem influence your
experience of the poem? Did list poems feel different from the lyric poems? How did the placement of
words on the page, such as in the concrete poem, affect the mood of the poems?
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The Candy Smash
Sensory Similes

simile (n) a comparison of one thing with another using “like” or “as”

Midway through the novel, Evan wakes up in a bad mood. The author uses a simile to help give readers a clear
picture of how Evan feels:
“Evan woke up on Saturday morning in a bad mood. It was the same mood he’d gone to bed with on Friday night.
The same mood that had followed him all that day, hanging over his shoulders like a heavy, wet, stinky wool blanket.”
Create a simile to enhance the understanding of how each character feels at key points in the story.
Remember to use “like” or “as” in your similes.

1. Mrs. Overton’s feelings when she has to take her sick cat, Langston, to the vet.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Evan’s feelings when he realizes that Megan likes him.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Evan’s feelings when he finds that Jessie has published his love poem for Megan.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Mrs. Treski’s feelings when she reads Evan’s poem about his grandmother.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The fourth grade students’ reactions when they discover personalized candy hearts in their desks.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Evan’s feelings when he sees Megan downtown and drops the basketball in front of his friends.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Jessie’s feelings when she realizes that the first edition of her newspaper will not be distributed to the class.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Lightning Dreamer
A Poem for Tula

Caridad, the family cook, is Tula’s closest contact with slavery. Tula’s words of
freedom and equality have a profound effect on her. After Caridad has claimed
her freedom, she goes to hear a grown Tula read her poetry. The two never have
an opportunity to reconnect and discuss the impact each has had on the other’s
life. Imagine a conversation between a free Caridad and a grown Tula. What would they say to each other? Write
a poem from Caridad’s point of view expressing to Tula the importance of their relationship.
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Forest Has a Song
Poetry in Nature

The characters in this book are shown outside on every single page, and
they come to understand and care about what they notice. Spend some
quiet time outside, simply listening to nature. Sit in a field, park, or desert, near a creek or tidepool, or on
the curb of a playground. What do you hear and see? What do you wonder? Consider and enjoy the world of
plants and animals, wherever you live. Let them change what you think about; let them make you curious.
Artists and poets both get to know their
subjects by studying them. Bring a sketchbook or
piece of white paper on a clipboard with you into
your own natural place. When you see something
that strikes you as interesting or beautiful, stop and
draw it slowly. Do not worry about the accuracy
of your drawing; focus more on observing your
subject. In the margins of your drawing, jot your
thoughts and observations. This informational
writing can be questions that come to mind,
adjectives and phrases that describe your subject,
current weather conditions, anything at all relative
to your observations.
Later, ponder your drawing and your notes.
Can words from your nonfiction notations be
incorporated into a poem about your experience or
your subject?
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Gone Fishing

Personification Poem
Personification is a poetry technique that allows poets to assign human
characteristics to things. Lucy personifies one of the worms in her bucket in the
poem “For the Love of Harold, Best of Worms.” Try your hand at this poetry
technique. Create a poem that personifies the little fish that Lucy catches and
releases early in the family fishing trip.
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