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DISCUSSION GUIDE

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

Disaffected teen historian
Claudia McCarthy never wanted
to be in charge of anything at the
elite Imperial Day Academy. She never even
wanted to be noticed. But when she’s pulled
into the tumultuous and high-profile worlds
of the school’s Senate and Honor Council,
suddenly Claudia is wielding power over her
fellow students that she never expected to have
and isn’t sure she wants.
Claudia vows to use her power to help the school.
But there are forces aligned against her: shocking
scandals, tyrants waiting in the wings, and
political dilemmas with no easy answers.
As Claudia struggles to be a force for good
in the universe, she wrestles with the
questions: does power inevitably corrupt?
Can she rise to power without losing
herself in the process?

1.

Why is it important to the story that Claudia considers herself a historian? How does
it affect how she narrates the story?

2.

How is the book formatted, and why? How does it affect the reader’s experience?

3.

How does Maisie and Claudia’s relationship change throughout the book? What
causes it to change?

4.

Do you think Claudia uses humor and sarcasm as a defense mechanism to disguise
her discomfort, or for another reason? What are some examples?

5.

Consider the fortune-teller scene early in the book. What parts of the prediction
come true, and how?

6.

Do you think Claudia’s actions are influenced by a desire for power or something
else entirely? Why?

7.

How would you describe the differences between the Honor Council and
the Senate?

8.

Is Claudia a reliable narrator? Why or why not?

9.

How is Soren’s death a turning point for Claudia or any of the other characters?

10. Describe the differences between the “reigns” of Augustus, Ty, Cal, and Claudia.
Which would you say is the best?
11. What does Claudia’s brief friendship with Julia show about each of
these characters?
12. Why does Cal run for Honor Council president? Why does Livia?
13. Do any of the characters make themselves completely unredeemable or
unforgiveable? Are any of them fully “good”?
14. Why do you think Livia tells Claudia to run for Senate? Why does Claudia decide to
run despite her negative feelings toward Livia?
15. In chapter 12, Claudia says, “My sister needed a friend. My sister needed someone
to look out for her. My sister needed solidarity. . . . I would run for Maisie.” Do you
think these are true statements? Does Maisie need Claudia or is it the other
way around?
16. The murdering of the turtles is a criminal act. Why does Dr. Graves hand the case
over to the Honor Council rather than the police?
17. Does Claudia’s treatment of Kian fit in with what we think we know of her
character? Does it seem fair?
18. When Claudia is bullied how does it affect her?
19. Who is most likely Cal’s attacker? Was it surprising to find out who did it?
20. Do you think the final verdict at the trial is sufficient? Why or why not?
21. Is Claudia’s final letter to Hector a satisfying ending? What is left unresolved,
and why?

